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abnormal development, owing to a set of causes
entirely different from the usual causes. Another
man suddenly and causelessly kills a friend. The
natural inference that he must be a bloodthirsty
brute is erroneous, if it turns out that he has acted
from impulses not generated by any habitual want
of benevolence, but from some special defect in the
constitution of his brain. In other words, our moral
judgment must vary in the two cases, and may vary
so much that the same action may rightly suggest
only pity in one case and abhorrence in the other;
although, in many cases, where it may be very diffi-
cult to say what is the precise implication as to
character, the judgment must, if we are properly
diffident, remain obscure. The moral problem always
depends ultimately upon this: What is the character
implied by this conduct ? If the moral conduct
shows malignity within the normal type, it justifies
condemnation; if it shows only a blind instinctive
impulse, due to a deflection from the type, it may
justify no other feelings than those which we have
for the poor maniac who fancies himself a king, and
takes his limbs to be made of glass.

If we hold that such responsibility implies free will
we shall argue that the madman is deprived of free
will, or that his freedom of will is more or less
restricted, and that he is therefore irresponsible. In